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5th Annual Seven Rivers District
Merit Badge University Ð2008

MBU FAQ
What is Merit Badge University?
Merit Badge University is an opportunity for Seven Rivers District Boy Scouts to work on a variety of merit
badges.  Scouts will be able to study and earn up to three merit badges in a single month.  Merit badges offered
will include many that are required for Eagle. Take advantage of this great advancement opportunity! If you
have any questions, please contact Steve Farrar at 508-320-3484 or by E-mail  sfarrars@comcast.net

When will MBU take place?
The event will take place on three Saturdays in March of 2008. These Saturdays are March 8, 15, and 29.
Scouts must attend all sessions.   The activities will be held from 8am to 1pm with the merit badge classes being
held from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.

Where will MBU be held?
This will be held at Bellingham High School in Bellingham off of route 495.  Directions will be provided to
counselors and Scouts before the event.

Does it cost to register as a MB Counselor?
No. There is no cost to apply and register as a merit badge counselor....regardless of whether you are registered
in another Scouting position or not.  A merit badge Counselor is a District position not a unit position. You do
not need any signatures from your unit or chartered organization to apply. You will need to fill out all three
forms.

Do I have to serve the District or Council as a MB Counselor?
No. If you only want to serve as a merit badge counselor for your unit (obviously this does not hold true at the
MBU) and check that option off on the MB Counselor application, then you will not be hounded by or given
your name out as a MB counselor by the district or by the council.

Can I help out in the classroom for two-deep leadership and not be a MB counselor?
If a non-registered adult plans to attend as the second person in the classroom (2 deep leadership) and is not to
be the MB Counselor (Approves and signs partial or  completion cards), then that person need only fill out and
sign the Bellingham CORI form.

How Does a Scout  enroll?
Because of occupancy limitations, total enrollment at the MBU limited. Class sizes are also limited and will be
assigned on a first come basis. This means registration must be prepaid and forms completed in their entirety in
order for them to be accepted.  Registration form is available at the District website.

What are some of the responsibilities of the Scouts?
¥ Scouts attending must be First Class or above before the first Session on March 8, 2008. Registration

will begin on December 16, 2007.  
¥ Class ÒAÓ  uniforms are required for each dayÕs events.
¥ On the first day, each Scout must bring a blue Merit Badge card signed by the Scoutmaster and his

pamphlet for each merit badge taken.  Pamphlets will be handed out at the Feb. Round Table.
¥ Scouts must bring a notebook and pencils/pens.

What are some of the responsibilities of the Troops who’s Scouts are attending?
¥ It is strongly desired for each unit to provide merit badge counselors.  Preferential assignments will be

given to not only to Scouts having early enrollment but to leaders who teach merit badges
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¥ Two-deep leadership is required in the MBU classroom setting.
¥ MBU Counselors and their merit badge subjects will be coordinated and approved by the Seven Rivers

District.  Counselors should consider offering merit badges that can be completed within the time frame,
Eagle required, taught in an indoor classroom setting and not necessarily offered at summer camp.

¥ All counselors must submit the attached application forms by January 5, 2008 in order for Scouts from
their unit to receive their preferences.  In accordance with BSA policy and to ensure the safety of the
Scouts, all newly registered leaders will be subjected to background checks (CORI: Criminal Offender
Record Information).

How do I become a merit badge counselor?
The first step in becoming a Merit Badge Counselor is to be qualified. To be qualified, one must:

¥ Be at least 18 years of age
¥ Be proficient in the merit badge subject by vocation or avocation
¥ Be able to work with Scout-age boys
¥ Be registered with Boy Scouts of America

To become registered, the applicant fills out and submits an adult application. Merit Badge Counselors are
registered as adult members of the District roster, not as adult members of a troop. (If they are adult members of
a troop, they additionally register in the District as Merit Badge Counselors.) There is no registration fee for
Merit Badge Counselors. On the application, two boxed choices are given at the top of the page: one for ÒUnit
Scouters,Ó and one for  ÒCouncil/District/Division Scouters.Ó Merit Badge Counselors write their district in the
district area of this second box. Additionally, in the double-box designated for ÒPosition Code,Ó Merit Badge
Counselors should enter Ò42,Ó the code for that position. Approval for the application will be given by the
District Executive, and requires no signature from the unit (Committee Chairman or Charter Representative.)
This application goes through the District Advancement Chairman to the Scout Service Center.

The second form to be completed by a prospective Merit Badge Counselor is the ÒMerit Badge Counselor
InformationÓ sheet. On this form will be listed the specific merit badge(s) for which the applicant will be
counseling, along with his/her qualifications for each. The applicant may also choose on this form whether
he/she wants to counsel in a specific troop, or allow his/her name to be placed on the District Merit Badge
Counselor list. Applicants are encouraged to enter their name on this list. Although most merit badges are
counseled within the troop, if a boy needs a counselor for a less common badge, it is helpful for him to have
access to available counselors. Please note that placing oneÕs name on a list in no way requires that person to be
available, if the timing is inconvenient.
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    Bellingham Public Schools
60 HARPIN STREET * BELLINGHAM, MA 02019

TEL (508) 883-1706 * FAX (508) 883-0180

Dr. T. C. Mattocks
Superintendent of Schools

BLLPS
CH 385

                                                                                                                                           G

CORI REQUEST FORM

Bellingham Public Schools has been certified by the Criminal History Systems Board for access to all
criminal case data including conviction, non-conviction and pending. As an applicant/employee for the
position of Boy Scout Merit Badge University, I understand that a criminal record check will be
conducted for conviction, non-conviction and pending criminal case information only and that it will
not necessarily disqualify me. The information below is correct to the best of my knowledge.

_____________________________
Applicant/employee Signature

APPLICANT/EMPLOYEE INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT)

__________________________        _________________________        __________________
LAST NAME             FIRST NAME           MIDDLE NAME

________________________________________
MAIDEN NAME OR ALIAS (IF APPLICABLE)

DATE OF BIRTH: ________________      SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER____-____-____
         (Requested but not required)

ADDRESS: _________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

REQUESTED BY: ___________________________________________________
School District:  Signature of CORI Authorized Employee


