5th Annual Seven Rivers District
Merit Badge University 2008
MBU FAQ

What is Merit Badge University?

Merit BadgeUniversity is an opportunityfor SevenRivers District Boy Scoutsto work on a variety of merit
badges.Scoutswill beableto studyandearnup to threemerit badgesn a singlemonth. Merit badgeoffered
will include manythat arerequiredfor Eagle.Take advantageof this greatadvancemenopportunity! If you
have any questions, please constete Farrar at 508-320-3484r by E-mail sfarrars@comcast.net

When will MBU take place?

The eventwill take placeon three Saturdaysn March of 2008. TheseSaturdaysare March 8, 15, and 29.
Scoutsmustattendall sessions. Theactivitieswill beheldfrom 8amto 1pmwith the meritbadgeclasse$eing
held from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.

Where will MBU be held?
This will be held at Bellingham High School in Bellingham off of route 495. Directions will be provided to
counselors and Scouts before the event.

Does it cost to register as a MB Counselor?

No. Thereis no costto apply andregisterasa merit badgecounselor....regardlesd whetheryou areregistered
in anotherScoutingpositionor not. A merit badgeCounselolis a District positionnot a unit position.You do

not needany signaturesrom your unit or charteredorganizationto apply. You will needto fill out all three
forms.

Do I have to serve the District or Council as a MB Counselor?

No. If you only wantto serveasa merit badgecounselorfor your unit (obviouslythis doesnot hold true at the
MBU) andcheckthat option off on the MB Counselorapplication,thenyou will not be houndedby or given
your name out as a MB counselor by the district or by the council.

Can I help out in the classroom for two-deep leadership and not be a MB counselor?

If anon-registerecddultplansto attendasthe secondpersonin the classroom(2 deepleadershipyandis notto
bethe MB CounselorfApprovesandsignspartialor completioncards)thenthat personneedonly fill outand
sign the Bellingham CORI form.

How Does a Scout_enroll?

Becausef occupancylimitations, total enrolimentat the MBU limited. Classsizesarealsolimited andwill be
assignedn a first comebasis.This meangegistrationmustbe prepaidandforms completedn their entiretyin
order for them to be accepted. Registration form is available at the District website.

What are some of the responsibilities of the Scouts?
¥ Scoutsattendingmustbe First Classor abovebeforethe first Sessioron March 8, 2008. Registration
will begin on December 16, 2007.
¥ Class OAO uniforms are required for each dayOs events.
¥ Onthefirst day, eachScoutmustbring a blue Merit Badgecard signedby the Scoutmasteand his
pamphlet for each merit badge taken. Pamphlets will be handed out at the Feb. Round Table.
¥ Scouts must bring a notebook and pencils/pens.

What are some of the responsibilities of the Troops who’s Scouts are attending?
¥ |t is stronglydesiredfor eachunit to provide merit badgecounselors.Preferentiabssignmentsvill be
given to not only to Scouts having early enrollment but to leaders who teach merit badges
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¥ Two-deep leadership is required in the MBU classroom setting.

¥ MBU Counselorsaaindtheir merit badgesubjectswill be coordinatecandapprovedy the SevenRivers
District. Counselorshouldconsideroffering meritbadgegshatcanbe completedwithin thetime frame,
Eagle required, taught in an indoor classroom setting and not necessarily offered at summer camp.

¥ All counselorsnustsubmitthe attachedapplicationforms by Januarys, 2008in orderfor Scoutsfrom
their unit to receivetheir preferences.ln accordancevith BSA policy andto ensurethe safetyof the
Scoutsall newly registeredeaderswill be subjectedo backgrouncchecks(CORI: Criminal Offender
Record Information).

How do I become a merit badge counselor?
The first step in becoming a Merit Badge Counselor is to be qualified. To be qualified, one must:

¥ Be at least 18 years of age

¥ Be proficient in the merit badge subject by vocation or avocation
¥ Be able to work with Scout-age boys

¥ Be registered with Boy Scouts of America

To becomeregisteredthe applicantfills out and submitsan adult application.Merit BadgeCounselorsare
registeredasadultmemberof the District roster,not asadultmemberof atroop. (If theyareadultmembersof
atroop, they additionally registerin the District as Merit BadgeCounselors.)Thereis no registrationfee for
Merit BadgeCounselorsOn the application,two boxedchoicesaregiven at the top of the page:onefor OUnit
Scouters,@ndonefor OCouncil/District/DivisiorScouters.Merit BadgeCounselorswrite their districtin the
district areaof this secondbox. Additionally, in the double-boxdesignatedor OPositiorCode,Merit Badge
CounselorsshouldenterO42,@he codefor that position. Approval for the applicationwill be given by the
District Executive,andrequiresno signaturefrom the unit (CommitteeChairmanor CharterRepresentative.)
This application goes through the District Advancement Chairman to the Scout Service Center.

The secondform to be completedby a prospectiveMerit Badge Counseloris the OMeritBadge Counselor
InformationOsheet.On this form will be listed the specific merit badge(s)for which the applicantwill be
counselingalongwith his/herqualificationsfor each.The applicantmay also chooseon this form whether
he/shewantsto counselin a specifictroop, or allow his/hernameto be placedon the District Merit Badge
Counselorlist. Applicantsare encouragedo entertheir nameon this list. Although most merit badgesare
counseledwvithin the troop, if a boy needsa counselorfor alesscommonbadge,it is helpful for him to have
accesgo availablecounselorsPleasenotethatplacingoneOsameon alist in no way requiresthat personto be
available, if the timing is inconvenient.
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Bellingham Public Schools

60 HARPIN STREET * BELLINGHAM, MA 02019
TEL (508) 883-1706 * FAX (508) 883-0180

Dr. T. C. Mattocks
Superintendent of Schools

BLLPS
CH 385
G

CORI REQUEST FORM

BellinghamPublic Schoolshasbeencertified by the Criminal History Systems$Boardfor accesgo all
criminal casedataincluding conviction,non-convictionandpending.As anapplicant/employeéor the
position of Boy Scout Merit Badge University, | understandhat a criminal recordcheckwill be
conductedor conviction,non-convictionand pendingcriminal caseinformationonly andthatit will

not necessarily disqualify me. The information below is correct to the best of my knowledge.

Applicant/employee Signature

APPLICANT/EMPLOYEE INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT)

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME

MAIDEN NAME OR ALIAS (IF APPLICABLE)

DATE OF BIRTH: SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER - -
(Requested but not required)

ADDRESS:

REQUESTED BY:

School District: Signature of CORI Authorized Employee
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